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Harold was a florist artd he lived in-

f littloliouso that was than a-

h sd at of n long gre1wli6iio fitted
nmnyplamsof sort

had no rich customers who could p
choica flowers Ho couldnt import

that fn faraway countries are mere weeds growing
but beautiful in the waste places and sell tbem-

htoa as tropical exotica as lariats cnn
bet instead he raised ferns elephant plants pnlmi
aim simple flowers which the prior

set out in their gardens in
summer but in tho winter Iw was often lurU
pressed for the means of living

He seemed to be unfortunate also Many atmto-
j he had obtained a and set it il

his greenhouse it withered and failed to
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as it IjkHlti l sSjrtro s he gwf all his
flower

His little granddaughter Elsie ofteiuSvept over-
t 1 J i

and bemoaned their loss asif thcvy imd b n livo
pets for she had been reared just
Iqng sunny greenhouse and had kiiorn no other
home jf

But Elsie at any rate lad net peeA a failure
fir she a sturdy beniiie plant fresh
as a dewy pansy in the she sang like

all day consoling her old grandfather Y

of many flefwers yet sho oftan was
tftien she thought of his poverty Tirnd yearnad to
find a way to relieve it heWould ntft ho-t toil so worry SIte
blamed thesoil in the greenhousaV trA Y

f It may
apt tell
good Its full of bacteria

Whats Iwicteria and asl 6d
Elsie

Bacteria arc very tiny things sto sinalt that i

needs a mighty good microscope to see them and
they look like little rods They a d they

take nitrogen which is a gas from the air and
it in the earth a nitric ajeidf9KUvala

UPO as food Tlicy are useful little
things and wr have only known about them for a
few years hi fact we dont know much about them
yet

Perhaps mused Elsie
kind of back back what do you call

Bacteria Well there teems to bfc several kinds
ajid maybe weve managed with mjt usual luck to
have got a weak sort replied Grandpa Herold

Perhaps these are lazy said the girl laughing
I will try to get a load of some other earth slid

inoculate tire soil
Why that sounds like vaccinating it cried

EHc
Its exactly the sane thing said he A soil

curtaining other or better bacteria will act Just
like yeast in dough and spread 11 through it ji new
lift But I hardly know where to gel it and I have
no money lIe added sadly

At that inonxMit a very old man in ragged clothes
knocked at tlir glass door jnering in at them eagcrly

Elsie ran ami opened the door
nsickly lotting in a blast of told air that made her-
epirer a1o The old man rubbed HnidS as li
looked about him and ill trembling asked the
child for something to tat

We have Ac replied I
will hive you some of that but mf are nearly as-

p or as we can bo
You arc warm iu here and thats Ji deal

oiid the old beggar smiling at her 1 tin thank-
ful o get bread let ujo tell you fur I have eaten
nut for nearly a week

KMe ran quickly for the bread for she feared
that an old lied eaten nothing for nearly
n ek might tumble over at tang inonieiit She
had gone once without food for n whole day and
that was terrible she thought so what must it
lik to starve for seven days

Sow whon she brought it the old mJii ate with
Finc difficulty and not nearly as cagdrly as a
Harvcd man would she thought but she laid drat
to his age and sh could iiotJielp wondering that
he smiled sogenially all the time

The fact was that the old man a great and
wonderful wizard who d o vering
and rewarding kiiid TjMldreri and h was so de-
lighted at finding tlis lass that
he his joy When lip nd etl
of a large piece of bread with great difficulty he
said

Xow I will but I timak you for your
charity and I hope you rewarded in some

But interrupted Grandpa Heyol3 you cant
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nearly

warmer
X would gladly do so tvoaif I had to stay unti-

tnring but I must go my way responded the
man with a Uroad smile I have

busier far awajj and must
he away and Grandpa laid hijcn elf tlBwn

for his afternoon nap on an eld motllcateii sofa
near tliq stove Elsie went pottering about among
the flowers and plants for thy tb her what
chickens and lambs arc to a little girl a farm or
dolls find kittens to a child in a city as site
had no toys playthings of her own V

She turned up the soft earth poking about in it
with fingers and peering down into it to
see if she could discover the mysterious
bacteria that feed the plantroots and suddenly her
Jiand touched something hard and cold The next
moment she dragged out a pair of ancient jirOn
bound spectacles rusted and covered with eartlu
After examining them curiously she thought that
perhaps Grandpa had lost long he
then cleaned polishing the iron shone
after which she on her wllore
they iv bbled dangerously

Looking the stroet through th eld
taclai at the familiar red house opposite sjjc was
tartlet to see that it was entirely
instead of rather ordinary plain dwelluig

marvel of architecture it seemed ti alive
It was frowning and glaring across iiheV out of

its two upper windows as if and then it
seemed to open a great wide mouth where its porch
had been as if about to swallow long

She suraillc back in alarm mid her e RfdllrlSn

the till fence beside the house upon thich yt
pasted dozens of brightly colored p s0r ajid
strange to say every figure in the pictures was
alive and moviucr about on the fence

It must bt these spectacle cried Lisle after
a moment of fright Things couldnt act so
1 knyw Maybe its those bad bacterial

done something to the bid lint
it Is 1 wont be soared so there

Then she looked calmly at the
strangely acting houses and postthfs Avhiijh

tinucfl to grimace at ll0Ji
saw that the Laf t i
toeing its way the park straight

most prodigiously and nov aid
then to bow politely to the frowning rouses on
side They all seemed about to 8wftllo1r lmn Br he
canie nearer vhich alarmed the little

of the figures on n poster sprang from tlic jfsince
linked vfUli the General and stepped Dut
him in her direction she began to be
something happening t herself

She was about her grandfather when she
suddenly spied a little green door in the green-
house wall that sh had never seen before
she was quite sure that it had not beets there a ino
ment before It was only largo ontJughtoxridmit a
child of liar own sic and seemed as if it liad been
made purpose to afford her an opportunity of
escaping the General and the figure black
with him

At any rate Elsie didnt stop to pondor over it
or wonder how it camp there she instantly dartod
to it and laid her hand kneb at
its side mid it opcincd quite readily Slio Sprang
into 4hc welcome opening and promptly
little her

Instead of finding herself in a closet or else in
the familiar tijSgjr 11 011 0

would seeing that the
little door was in the greenhouse tbjlim
vast amazement and utter Jiustaiitl
saw that sh was in anJ entirely place 4he
Ikfeof which she hftd never dreamed of
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Tiv tho s place instead of a sharp winter gale
AAlusUiiig her cars the softest of summer
breezes were gently blowing and instead of a va
cantlot disfigured bybroken bricks piles o ashes
old tin fans hfetyiroiuaudj ltsof paper she be-

held a marvelous garden where an array of
ful flowers of unknown sp des and shapes

wherever in by tall ami
rboautiful trees loaded with all manner of Strange
fruits

She was so astounded that for an instant she hesi-
tated and half turned tf step back into the grecn
liquso but the thought of the smirking General
stopped her at once At least there was nothing
here within sight that was alive and that could
harm her she reflected and if she saw anything
niore threatening than statue and a billboard pie
fure she inight the little green doorto
Grandpa at once

x

V
So she advanced along narrow path bfthcj whit

est pebbles examining avery strange flower most
carefully in ordor to eachwonder to
florist for she knew that hed be
all thatshesaw She walked she very
perceived that no matter how
fainiliar it Deemed at iSt glance was widely dif-
f in any greenhouse

Her were sonic endmoui peonies flaming rod
and each bearing deep crimson bosom a tiny
nest of birds here weresunflowers the centre of
each a clock with hand but noiselesslv
marking the hour never tick disturbed the silence

stof th t wondrous garden hero word live
vavJng aloft and willows bearing rows

sleeping kittens tin every slender brunch dog
bees in bloom upon which of all

kinds vcrc clustered thickly to be shaken
down by the next breeze tiger lilies that had real
tigers heads small butt perfect and quite threaten-
ing but fast to fheir toms Elsie was
grateful

There were the queer t nibinatiou oflQud and
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sea plants starfish growing on stalks clams and
oysters and crabs and lobsters on bushes like
masses of seaweed tall grasses with tips spreading-
out and colored exactly like peacocks feathers
bushes bearing myriads of tiny softly
tinkled as she brushed past others with little black
and heads opening their yellow beaks

t

but never quacking beetles quivering aloft
ing dazzling hues on the points of green spears
fountain plants undreamedof marvels that spout
ed streams of gleaming water high in air gigantic
lilies each holding the tiniest waxlike doll that
really seemed alive inits white hollow and alpha
bet plants the Broad leaves of which were covered
with letters

I could take a whole page in describing the won
ders that Elsie examined so carefully having com-
pletely forgotten about the smirking General but I
have not the space to do so Think of the oddest
thing you can imagine rind depend upon it she
saw just that

She had roved again and again from end to end
of the magic garden and I think that there
a plant growing there that she had not carefully
inspected when she suddenly thought that hours
must have passed since she entered it and reflecting
that her Grandpa must be worrying about her

she hastily started for the little green door
But oft the way hither she remembered what he

had said about getting some different soil for the
greenhouse What better soil than this could be
found thought clover Elsiej and without more ado
site knelt down and began to dig upthc rich black
earth and throw it into her apron Her hands were
grimy when she hud gathered all she could carry
but that did not matter It all she could do to
totter ito the door with her burden but
agcd to open it without spilling more than a hand-
ful of4liQ precious soil and dropping from off her
nose the ancient iron spectacles which strange to

she had forgotten all ahoii i
v There Stood Grandpa Herald having just awak
coed from his nap her perspiring face
and soiled hands but when she dropped her lead of

to the floor he asked x
Whyi where on earth did you get that

thoyacant lat that isI
that lot Anyway outside through that

green tired ai las
nt her grimy ta he
i lim 4lif followed stimrftenrl

and saw lhat thogrcen
leaving nothing but the whitowaslted wall

she Nor were the old iron
bouild spectacles to bo seen She had very likely

them outside the door when she opened it
Grandpa smiled kindly and merrily

elt was thee Grandna I certainly came right
through it this minute Elsie declared

it was the spectacles that made me see it for
now its gone

a door there it must have boon some
that made you see iiiy responded

Grandpn laughing at puzzled face Lave
been asleep and dreamed thief U the houses bore
shouts wore laughing at inc and so I ypuyo
been

ivoxindeed I have been very and all that
ijl it 1 protested Elsie nnd thon shoutold
strange tale Grandpa tried hard to poohpooh

the proof was in of black oarth on
couldnt poolrpboh thief v

Wen we will try it at any roteand see Whether
magic soil or not We will place it

parts of the grecnlipji and vetch the re
butt ienr it luck

4
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and Grandpa Herold prepared to wait until spring
ior developments ISIy but wasnt ha tie most sur-
prised florist on earth to find that everything had
altered tho very next morning All the plants had
shot up to the glass roof and already bearing

of a size and beauty that amazed him Elsie
was not a bit surprised but calmly surveyed every-
thing and said

There 1 T said it must Have some of
funny bugs in it

fVhy our fortune is made PJ shouted Grandpa
hopping about in boyish glee and whirling his can
over his head so excitedly that he broke a twenty
cent pane of glass Those flowers will bring a dol-

lar apiece I Ill cut a big bunch and take them up
town at once and well have beefsteak for dinner
tonight 1

Vhon lie canto home with a pocketbook filled with
money Elsio smiled but when he opened a largo
package and showed her a wax doll most as big as

tho o
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a real baby she wept tears of joy no eyes
for else but Grandpa walked up and down
the greephouse at the wonders that
showed everywhere Pretty soon he began to ut
exclamations of prodigious astonishment and
theft she went to him to discover that things lied
happened that startled even the little girl who had
visited the magic garden

There in the corner where last night a pair of old
rubber shoes had lain in the mysterious earth mow
was growing a tall rubber plant which bore on its
stalk rubber shoes erasers rubber bands bags

balls and in fact all sorts of rubber arti-
cles She rubbed her eyes They bulged out as
she descried another wonder A little tree bearing
chewing gum stood in the shade of the big roso

and beyond still a greater marvel for where
an old discarded toothbrush had been thrown arose
a bush bristling with gleaming ivoryhandlod
brushes Could anything be more astonishing-
No wonder Grandpa Herold had bean startled into
outcries

But a step revealed other surprises Everywhere
in the greenhouse where the magic soil happened-
to fall upon any sort of article it had sprouted
Here was a tree fun of shining trowels there olio
filled with little tin pails over yonder a vine bear
ing silk purses exactly like the one that Elsie had
carried until it wore out but ill brand new Near
the door Grandpas old battered silk hat had sprout-
ed a tall hat plant loaded down with hats of the lat-
est style and there where the aged feeblo beggar
had laid down the bread he did not eat rose a treo
whose branches bore fresh loaves of Vienna brood
and quickly Elsie turned to see if there was a butter
plant handy

After everything been inspected and their
wonder turned iuto a consideration of what wealth
would flow from these marvels so that Elsnj might
now wear warm clothing and go to school and
Grandpa might now smoke good tencent cigars

began to experiment further by planting ail
sorts of things in the blapk soil and they to
bed filled with eager expectation

the Elsie woke early but Graudp was
ahead of her speechless from amazeinene Fire-
crackers and torpedoes old ones from last fourth
had sprouted into trees buttons had grown

into buttonbearing shrubs with every imag-
inable kind of button on them Shoes coats
neckties plates and lamps grew there
Handkerchiefs by the dozen and aprons collars and
cuffs a tree stood beside a palm and an
egg bush next to a fern Everything they
planted had bloomed and fruited over night

And the most amazing and eccentric things hap-
pened for these grew the most uucx-
pected marvel For instance an old horseshoe
produced a splendid pair of horses dog collars

into beautiful dogs labels from cans bot-

tles oi4 boxes were the seeds of plants producing the
very things named on the labels after a while
they found that they merely hadto write
of a thing on a piece cf paper to have it growing

So as Grandpa had predicted they became very
wealthy but they are still as unpretending-
and kindly as ever and every boy sand girl can share
with thorn fa the that come from thb
magic earth which oven now they do not know was

reward of their kindness
old beggar who was the mighty

Jimgar Dnorram Sdell of Alahabad Persia
But he knows how it all turned out as well as L-

and he smiles whenever he thinks of Ekies amazi-
iTient was peeping into the o all
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